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RAWLINSON PRIMARY SCHOOL — GRADUATIONS 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.50 pm]: Students never cease to inspire me and give me confidence that 
our future is in good hands. I love school graduations. Over the years I have been to hundreds. It is a real privilege 
to share this important milestone with students, families, teachers and school staff. At graduations we honour 
achievement, remember with nostalgia, and look ahead with hope and optimism. 

This year I experienced a first. I found it so refreshing and novel that it deserves special mention. Ordinarily, 
invitations to graduations come by email. However, in the case of Rawlinson Primary School in Marangaroo, 
I received formal letters from five students inviting me to attend. They contained well-researched information 
about my work and kindly suggested that my attendance would be appreciated. These days it is rare to receive 
a letter, and even rarer for it to be well set out and with perfect spelling. 

Time does not permit me to quote in full, but I really liked Hayden, who said, according to my notes — 

“I am about to graduate from Rawlinson very soon ... I am just an ordinary kid, just like everyone else. 
But our school has high standards … we have learned a lot not just from the curriculum but also from the 
50 cultures that attend here” 

Mia wrote, according to my notes — 

“At high school there will be more opportunities to achieve our dreams and take not a step but a jump 
towards what we have worked hard for in our lives so far.” 

I want to thank all the students for writing to me. I have been involved with Rawlinson since before it opened in 
2005. If these letters are any indication, everyone there is doing a great job. 
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